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ABSTRACT

Naming and choosing a name can be considered an important cultural and social
practice rooted in the society's religious, national, cultural, and historical beliefs,
influenced by diverse cultural and social factors. This research aimed to
investigate the social-historical backgrounds behind changes in naming practice
in Saggez during the last half century (1970-2020). The research method used
was the descriptive-analytical method based on secondary data. The statistical
population consisted of the names chosen during the last fifty years in Sagqqez
based on the naming documents of newborns in the Civil Registry Office of this
city, which includes the names chosen for children born between 1970 and 2020.
These fifty years are divided into five decades and according to the highest
frequency of names, 100 girl names and 100 boy names (200 names in total)
have been selected from each decade. Then the names were categorized as
Kurdish, Persian, Arabic, Turkish, and foreign. The results of the data analysis
showed that historical and social developments and the media influenced the
naming of children. It was found that in the last decade, Persian and Kurdish
names have grown in number more than Arabic, Turkish, and foreign names. The
historical development of chosen names showed that despite the frequency of
some Arabic names, their frequency of usage has decreased. On the other hand,
the variety of names in the society has increased. The changes in naming showed
that the society under study has tended towards pluralism in naming and
choosing unique and modern names, which can be explained, among other
things, by the plurality and variety of names available to choose from due to
access to various media and internet sites, as well as the desire to be different
from others.
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Introduction

Naming and name-giving are cultural and social acts rooted in the religious, cultural, and
historical beliefs of individuals in a society. In fact, naming is influenced by individual, social,
religious, and political contexts. Naming is considered a significant moment in individual and
social life. Hence, there was a need for a specialized discipline, i.e., onomastics, to study proper
names which is a subdiscipline of linguistics (Danesi, 2004: 118). Onomastics, the scientific
study of naming practices and procedures, has experienced relatively significant growth as an
important field of study in the past century, especially in recent decades (Li, Kit, and Cheng,
2024).

Names are indicative of countries, nations, and historical and geographical regions. Among
Kurds, naming is not merely a personal matter but is intertwined with history, diversity, and
coexistence with others. Kurds are not only neighbors with various nations but also interact and
coexist with them within their own society. This interaction and the geographical, linguistic, and
religious diversity among Kurds has influenced the naming of their children. However, although
names are primarily linguistic elements, on the other hand, an individual's name acts as an
indicator of identity for the individual and those who interact with them (Alford, 1987; Dion,
1983) and is influenced by social, political, historical, cultural, and linguistic developments. The
observation and experience of names among Kurds has been very diverse and has changed in
different periods. Saqqgez is one of the oldest cities in Kurdistan province, where the diversity of
names is significant. This research aims to investigate the historical-social contexts of the
evolution of naming children in Saqgez during the last half-century (1970-2020).

Methods

This research is descriptive-analytical. At the descriptive level, the frequency and percentage of
names are examined, while at the analytical level, attention is paid to the reasons and causes
behind names and name-giving. Secondary data was used to conduct this research. The
statistical population consists of selected names over the past fifty years in Sagqgez, based on
birth registration documents in the city's Civil Registry Office. The selected names belong to
children born in the period from 1970 to 2020. The research is also historical-comparative, as it
examines the similarities and differences of names over 50 years and during the two political
systems of the Pahlavi dynasty and the Islamic Republic. To carry out this research, initial data
were collected in general from documents and records of individual identification details in the
Saqqez Civil Registry Office, and the frequency of names for each decade from the 1970s to the
2010s was collected and classified. The data classification method was as follows: the time
period was divided into 5 decades (1970-1980, 1980-1990, 1990-2000, 2000-2010, and 2010-
2020), and from each decade, 100 girls' names and 100 boys' names were selected and classified
based on five general language categories: Persian, Kurdish, Arabic, Turkish, and European.
Subsequently, descriptive statistics were used to separate the descriptive characteristics
(frequency and percentage) of the names used. Then, for each decade, the question was posed:
what was the frequency of Persian, Kurdish, Arabic, Turkish, and Western names in the decade,
and what factors caused this?

Results

The analysis of the data revealed that the naming of children has been influenced by historical
and social developments as well as media. It was found that in the last decade, Persian and
Kurdish names have experienced greater growth compared to Arabic, Turkish, and Western
names. The historical evolution of chosen names indicates that, despite the prevalence of some
Arabic names, this prevalence has been declining, while the diversity of names in society has
increased. The evolution of naming practices shows that society has developed a tendency
toward pluralism in name selection, favoring unique and new names. This can be attributed to
factors such as the abundance and variety of names available for selection due to access to
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diverse media and online platforms, as well as a desire to stand out from others.

The data revealed significant diversity within the seemingly homogeneous population of a
city, where people with different inclinations and values coexist and continue their social lives.
The results indicated that naming is influenced by governmental changes (such as the transition
from royal dictatorship to the Islamic Republic) and internal governmental developments, such
as political shifts and reformist movements. The data also showed that ethnic tendencies in
naming are increasing, but these tendencies are not self-centered, as the desire to choose global
and Turkish names is also on the rise and has not faced social backlash.

Figures 1 and 2 illustrate the changes and developments of the last half-century in the names
and naming of boys and girls in Saqgez from 1971 to 2021. In these two figures, the trend of
changes in the frequency of names and naming can be observed and compared over time from
decade to decade, based on a five-part classification, as well as naming developments based on
gender.

In these two diagrams, the following abbreviations are used :

PK: Kurdish boy's name, PF: Persian boy's name, PT: Turkish boy's name, PA: Arabic boy's
name, PX: Western boy's name

DK: Kurdish girl's name, DF: Persian girl's name, DT: Turkish girl's name, DA: Arabic girl's
name, DX: Western girl's name.
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Figure 1. The changes in the names of girls and boys in Saqqgez over the last half-century
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Figure 2. The changes in naming girls and boys in Saqgez over the last half-century
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Conclusion & Discussion

From the results of this research, it can be concluded that naming is not a random or neutral act
but is influenced by political, historical, religious, geographical, and communicative
developments. It was found that naming is shaped by political, social, and religious values and
is, in a way, part of the dialectic of power and resistance. The results showed that, overall,
Arabic names (for both boys and girls) are declining, and in the selection of Arabic names,
Quranic concepts (such as Asra, Asma, Maedeh, etc.) have replaced the names of religious
figures from early Islam. At the same time, the use of Persian and Kurdish names for both
genders has been increasing, although the frequency of Persian names for boys has slightly
decreased in the last decade, and for girls, it has seen a relative decline over the past two
decades.

The reason for this can largely be attributed to the diversity and beauty of Kurdish names,
especially for girls, which are inspired by the surrounding nature (e.g., Kani and Kania, meaning
"spring"), representations of life (e.g., 3in, 3ina, 3iyana, meaning "life"), and light and brightness
(e.g., ro3in, ro3ina, rozita, meaning "sun" or "day"), among others. Another argument that can
be made is that as families move toward independent and nuclear lifestyles, there is a growing
tendency to choose unique and modern names. Additionally, the use of online name-search
databases and the influence of satellite media have contributed to the abundance and diversity of
names. In some cases, families have even created new names through affixation, such as Kania,
formed by adding the suffix "-a" to Kani, or Agro (meaning "fiery"), created by adding the
suffix "-0" /o/
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